Weekly Schedule

unless otherwise noted

Sunday

9:00 - Sunday School

10:00 - Fellowship

10:30 - Morning Worship

4:00 - HighLife (7th - 12th grade)
6:00 - Evening Worship

Monday
No activities planned

Tuesday
9:00 - Ladies Bible Study
9:00-3:00 - Mother"s Morning Out

Wednesday

11:30 - Women'"s Prayer Group
4:30 - Ladies Bible Study

5:00 - Children"s Choir

5:30 - Fellowship Meal

6:00 - Small Groups, Promise Kids,
# HighLife

Thursday
9:00-3:00 - Mother"s Morning Out

Important Dates for October

Sun, Oct 4 Congregational Challenge during evening worship service
Wed, Oct 7 Children’s Choir begins, 5:00 PM; Dinner Menu: Lasagna
Sun, Oct 11 Deacons’ Meeting, 7:00 PM
Mon, Oct 12 Luncheon Circle, 12 noon, home of Barbara McAlpin
Blood Drive, 3:00-8:00 PM, Surgery Center
Session Meeting, 6:00 PM
Tue, Oct 13 Morning Circle, 9:30 AM, Fellowship Room
Wed, Oct 14 Dinner Menu: Taco Salad

Sat-Sun, Oct 17-18 Youth Fall Retreat at Lake Forest Ranch

Wed, Oct 21 ‘Night of a Thousand Stars’ Talent Show, 6:00 PM
Fri, Oct 23 Women’s Event w. Speakers & Salad Dinner
Wed, Oct 28 Peanut Carnival; Dinner Menu: Barbeque Chicken

Session Notes

At the September Session meeting:

¥ Heard from John Adamson, Central South Presbytery facilitator.! It is John"s function to travel the
Presbytery and meet with sessions. He reported on the OhealthO of the denomination. He noted the EPC
has grown by 20% over the last year, increasing to over 240 churches with more than 100,000 members.
Worship attendance is up 18%. Despite this good news, there are several churches struggling financially
and several in decline. Please pray for our brothers and sisters in the EPC as we try to faithfully follow and
serve our Lord.

¥ Received a request from the LCS Boosters to use the land west of the church for an athletic field. A
committee of two elders, two deacons, and a booster who is also a WPC member was appointed to study
the request and recommend to the Session a course of action that exercises the best stewardship of this
resource.

¥ Selected Victor Jones as a commissioner to the October 23-24 meeting of Presbytery in Alexandria, LA.

¥ Approved a WIM request for an October 23 conference called Ols Life Flashing You By.O
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Further thoughts on Reaching Out to Our Community by Marty Fields

After my sermon a couple of weeks ago | had
several people approach me and say that they felt
very convicted that they have not done more to
reach the unchurched in our community. One said
to me, “Westminster is such a great church! I guess |
have just enjoyed it myself so much | haven't
thought about how it could be a
blessing to others.” And there | think
is the rub of the issue. Our WPC
family is not a cold, selfish, ingrown
group of navel gazers. We are a very
open, loving, and welcoming group

another so much, and so often, that
its easy for us to overlook
opportunities with others who don’t
have a church home.

But the problem goes even deeper: like so many
areas in the “Bible Belt” everybody we know - for
the most part - already has church membership
somewhere. Maybe they haven’t darkened the doors
of their church in ten years, but ask them and they
will say they were “saved” a long time ago and they
are members of “First Church of...” somewhere. In
more secular areas of the country its easy to find
unchurched people. Not so here. It takes an
intentional, purposeful effort not only to identify
them, but even more so to bring to a place where
they see a need for church. We are digging out from
under a lot of bad teaching that has made people
comfortable with the idea that simply praying a
prayer a long time ago means they are saved, and
that church is an optional component in the life of a
Christian.

Regardless of the challenges we are personally
called to bear witness to our faith (1 Peter 3:15), and
as a church we are to gather in the elect of God. In

OAIl of our training
in worship, Bible
study, small group,
that will - at the drop of a hat - do etc. is not an ends to
anything for anybody at anytime. The itself: it is to train us
problem is that we do enjoy one tg be better servants

of Christ...O

Luke 14:16-24 Jesus tells a parable about a man
who invited many to a great feast. Rather than
come, people sent an RSVP of regret: they were too
busy. Not wanting this to be wasted the man sent
his servants out to gather those who weren’t too
busy: the poor, the lame, the blind, and the
crippled. They came but there was
still room. So he sent the servants
outside the city to find those
displaced and to compel them to
come! They wouldn’t have ever
expected such an invitation, but the
man’s servants insist they are
welcome.

This is a vision of the Kingdom of
God. The original group of invites
were the Jews who thought they were
fine and rejected Jesus. The second
group are the ones who know they are ill and in
need, who would have never expected an invitation
in the first place (in the context, Gentiles). These are
the elect of God who are scattered everywhere and
need to be summoned into the feast.

The point is this: God’s elect are out there in our
community. They may be lapsed Christians or non-
Christians. Maybe they profess Christ but their lives
give no evidence of such a conversion. The parable
shows us that they are invited to the feast, but they
won’t come on their own. They must be brought.
This is where we come in. Our task, as servants of
the one who provides and offers the feast, is to go
get them and bring them in. All of our training in
worship, Bible study, small group, etc. is not an
ends to itself: it is to train us to be better servants of
Christ who appropriate the lessons and seek to
follow Him in greater faithfulness and obedience.

We all love and enjoy our church! Let’s be
committed to find ways to share that joy with
others.
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Vednesday night activities are going great! for our annual
Each ise Kids class has about 12 to 15 children Peanut Carnival. The

and the students and teachers are settling in. A bi
Thank-You goes out to all who are volunteering
teach this year! Teachers are truly a gift from God,
especially ac% numbers are rapidly
growing! F E rayer for our teachers and chicken plates and
our childre ednesday nights. boiled peanuts.
O ble drillers are looking forward to Wear your favorite L
. at they are learning. On September 23,

Patrick and some of our Bible driller

owed us how it's done. This was a special
we learned a lot!

date is set for
October 28, at 5:30!
The Youth will be
selling barbeque
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Youth Ministry

A big THANKS
goes to the Burdettes
and the Grahams
for hosting our
“SurvivorDan” party
on September 27.
The youth enjoyed
Survivor-themed
activities and food as
we welcomed Daniel
Blackwell back from
Wilderness Camp.

Fifty PLus

The Fifty Plus Group enjoyed an evening of food
and fellowship at the Windermere Club House on
August 27. The event was hosted by Barbara Gatlin
and Barbara McAlpin, and was complete with
barbeque sandwiches and homemade ice cream!

We also want to
give a “shout out” to our
discipleship group leaders:
Derek Mitchell, Grant
Kennedy, Robert & Cherie
Burdette, and Sorrel
Duncan. And thanks, Amanda Kennedy for helping
lead worship. You guys rock!

Our group is gearing up for the Lake Forest
Ranch Fall Retreat on October 17 - 18. This will be a
great weekend break as we worship, fellowship and
recreate with students from First Presbyterian Church,
Meridian. Fun Activities will include fishing,
canoeing, ropes course and paintball.

T
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Night of a Thousand Stars

Night of a Thousand Stars will be a deliciously
fun evening on Wednesday, October 21 in which
we will showcase the many and varied talents in
our congregation, with hopes of raising additional
money toward the purchase of a new piano for the
worship center. It's not too late to get involved!

Congregational Challenge

How would you do
without the support of your
extended family of believers
at Westminster? Mark your
calendars for Sunday
evening, October 4th at 6
pm. At that time we are
going to talk about how we
as a church can reach out
and spread blessing to those around us who do not
know the love of God, or perhaps have forgotten.
This is on our hearts and we want to help you catch
that vision.

We will be encouraged to find winsome ways
to engage our neighbors and friends, and then to
bring them to Westminster so that they can be
exposed to the means of grace and find a place of
comfort, healing, and growth. Let’s make this a high
attendance night at Westminster!

- Mike Allen

Women's Ministry

As many of you already
know | have agreed to serve as
the Women in Ministry’s
leader. | have some mighty big
shoes to fill from the
tremendous job Dianne
Buehler has done for the past
few vyears. | look forward to
serving the church in this new
role and would appreciate
your guidance as | learn the
ropes.

On October 23, we have a women’s night
planned with speakers Dr. Robert DeSantis and Marti
Kwasny to discuss women'’s issues and choices and
consequences. A salad dinner will follow the
speakers. For those who feel led to serve our church,
committee sign-ups will begin next Sunday. A letter
for both the speakers and committee sign-ups is being

If you haven't submitted a talent entry form,
contact the church office to register your act. Our
regular Wednesday evening activities will be
suspended for this event. We will all meet in the
Worship Center for the talent show at 6:00 PM,
then we will enjoy fabulous desserts in the atrium
after the show. You won’t want to miss the fun! If
you're not performing, please come enjoy the show
and support the music ministry at Westminster.

On the Book Table

The NIV Spirit of the
Reformation Study Bible
incorporates extensive study
notes, as well as articles, charts,
and graphs that comment on
Scripture from a distinctly
Reformed perspective.

Orhis is one of the finest
study Bibles that have been
made available. Given our theological heritage, |
couldn't imagine not having a copy in my own study.
It's something | use every day as | study and prepare
for classes, as well as for my own devotional benefit.

We have 10 copies available for sale on the book
table. After these are gone there will probably be no
more available as this Bible has gone out of print. |
would urge you to visit the book table soon if you
have not had the opportunity to acquire this excellent
study Bible.”

- Mike: Allen

sent soon. | thank you for this opportunity to serve
and please feel free to contact me should you have
any questions or ideas.
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I want to thank all of you for your help and
support over the last couple of years. It has been an
honor and pleasure to serve you as Director of
Women'’s Ministry. Ginger has blessed this church
in so many ways and | know she will do a great job
in leading us as we grow deeper in our relationship
with Christ through our various studies and service
opportunities.

| want to encourage you to get involved and to
serve the body of Westminster. Each of us has been
equipped with unique gifts and we need you as
our church continues to grow.

- Dianne Puebler




