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Further thoughts on Reconciliation  by Marty Fields

This is how we know who the children of God are 
and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who 
does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is 
anyone who does not love his brother. This is the 
message you heard from the beginning: We should 
love one another. ... We know that we have passed 
from death to life, because we love our brothers. 
Anyone who does not love remains in 
death. Anyone who hates his brother is 
a murderer, and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life in him. This is 
how we know what love is: Jesus Christ 
laid down his life for us. And we ought 
to lay down our lives for our brothers. - 
1 John 3:10-16

As usual... I am late writing  my 
article for the newsletter. Despite my 
best efforts to be on time I share the 
prevailing  sin of many writers in not 
meeting  deadlines. Often when you miss a deadline 
you miss an opportunity as the subject you are writing 
about may be a timely one that will quickly fall into 
irrelevance if you drag  your feet. But sometimes it 
actually presents an opportunity to address something 
that you would not have otherwise. In this case it 
allows me to follow up on what I preached last Sunday 
regarding reconciliation.

Statistics show that oneÕs ability to remember the 
content of a sermon is around 72 hours; after that 
usually the illustrations, jokes, or stories are all that 
can be recalled (unless someone reminds us). And this 
is not unique to sermons as many of us forget a 
newspaper story we read in about the same amount of 
time. As they say, ÒIt goes in one ear and out the 
other.Ó

This is normal and it happens to all of us - in fact 
it gets worse as we get older. More than once I have 
gotten in my car to leave and canÕt remember if I 
locked the front door! 

While we are all forgetful there are some things 
that ought to always be at the forefront of our mind. 
The pursuit and practice of reconciliation is just such a 
thing. As we saw in the sermon it is the very heart of 
the gospel.

As forgetful as we can be I want to encourage you 
to remember to seek reconciliation 
with one another. We all get on each 
otherÕs nerves, and we can all think of 
someone who ÒirksÓ us. But we should 
never be content or comfortable with 
that state of affairs. I have heard people 
say they look forward to being  made 
perfect one day, and that their temper 
and tongues will all go away. ThatÕs true 
- but genuine Christian living  is marked 
by a desire to see these things changed 
in the here and now, not just in the 
sweet by and by. We cannot be said to 

be converted if we peacefully coexist with anger and 
hatred.

I implore you before you come to the LordÕs 
Supper this month: take the opportunity to sit down 
and think of those with whom there is enmity - real or 
perceived. Make it a priority to pray for them, and that 
as you pray for them God will give you love for them. 
Forgive and forbear and take the initiative to approach 
them and reconcile. What they do with your efforts is 
not your concern: donÕt try to control or manipulate an 
outcome. ThatÕs the work of the Holy Spirit. But take 
the initiative. If you do this you bear testimony to 
genuine love for God and His gospel. Some have said 
to me, ÒBut what if it doesnÕt work? What if they slam 
the door on me?Ó Answer: keep praying  for them, 
show them kindness, and leave them to the Lord. But 
walk away knowing that you have honored Christ; 
then receive the means of grace, and its intended 
blessing, for all its worth.

Important Dates for September
Tues, Sep 1! Ladies Bible Study resumes, 9:00 AM
Wed, Sep 2  ! Ladies Bible Study resumes, 4:30 PM; Dinner Menu: Lasagna
Tues, Sep 8  ! Morning Circle, 9:30 AM - Fellowship Room
Wed, Sep 9! Dinner Menu: Taco Salad
Sun, Sep 13! Fall Quarter Adult Sunday School Classes Begin
! Deacons Meeting, 7:00 PM
Mon, Sep 14! Luncheon Circle, 12 noon - Barbara Gatlin"s home 
! Session Meeting, 6:00 PM 
Wed, Sep 23! Dinner Menu: Pancakes
Wed, Sep 30! Dinner Menu: Pot Luck, provided by Youth families

Session Notes
¥ By the time you read this the congregation will have met to nominate men for the ofÞces of 

elder and deacon.  Indeed, most of the nominees will have responded whether they are 
willing to proceed with the training class. Before the elections in December they will be 
interviewed by the Session concerning their faith, views, and calling to service. Obviously the 
Session will not be looking for perfection. If that were the case, none of us would be in ofÞce. 
However, there needs to be a heart for the Lord and a desire to humbly serve Him and serve 
the church. Please pray for these men as they seek God!s will.

¥ We are excited to welcome into our fellowship  Kim Chancellor and her sons, William and 
Gray, as well as Chuck and Nancy Bell and their children Connor and Anna Rose.

¥ A fund has been established for donations toward expenses for Sue Bush while she receives 
treatment  in California. Contributions should be made to Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
designated as for Sue Bush.
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doesnÕt work? What if 
they slam the door on 
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Weekly Schedule
unless otherwise noted

Sunday
9:00 - Sunday School
10:00 - Fellowship
10:30 - Morning Worship
4:00 - HighLife (7th - 12th grade)
6:00 - Evening Worship

Monday
No activities planned

Tuesday
9:00 - Ladies Bible Study
9:00-3:00 - Mother!s Morning Out

Wednesday
11:30 - Women!s Prayer Group
4:30 - Ladies Bible Study
5:30 - Fellowship Meal
6:00 - Small Groups, Promise Kids,         
" HighLife

Thursday
9:00-3:00 - Mother!s Morning Out
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ChildrenÕs Ministry
 ItÕs hard to believe that summer is gone! It is time 
for school again and that means it is time to return to 
Promise Kids and our Wednesday night activities. I 
am excited about our programs! We are going  to 
continue with our Kids Quest Catechism Club  for 
our K3 - 3rd graders and our 4th - 6th graders are 
going to begin a new curriculum called Bible Skills, 
Drills and Thrills. This is the introduction to Bible 
Drill and hopefully we will be able to compete in the 
Spring.
 A big  THANK YOU goes to our Promise Kids 
teachers for this fall. Debbie Fields and Paige 
McCardle are teaching the K3-K5 class with 
assistance from Kelli Holston, Deborah Ratcliff and 
Diane Thames are teaching  the 1st-3rd grade class, 
and the Alexanders are teaching the Bible drill. All of 
these classes began on September 2. Thanks, also to 
everyone who helped make our Promise Kids Kick-
Off Party a Òswinging good timeÓ on August 26!   
 Children’s Choir will begin in October. 
Watch for more details about a childrenÕs 
Thanksgiving program!

Promise Kids Kick-Off...

WomenÕs Ministry
Circles - LadiesÕ Circles meet once per month  

(September through May) for Bible Study, Fellowship 
and Service. The Morning  Circle meets the second 
Tuesday of each month at 9:30 am in the Fellowship 
Room. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 8. 

The Luncheon Circle meets the second Monday 
of each month at 12 noon at various locations. The 
next meeting  is scheduled for Monday, September 
14, at the home of Barbara Gatlin, 2040 Briarwood. 
The Luncheon Circle will be studying  ÒTwelve Extra 
Ordinary Women,Ó by John McArthur, lead by 
Barbara McAlpin.

Bible Study - LadiesÕ Bible Study meets Tuesday 
mornings at 9:00 AM and Wednesday afternoons at 
4:30 PM in the Prayer Room. Barbara Holt will be 
leading this study of 1st and 2nd Peter titled, ÒA 
Hunger for His Word.Ó Please read 1st Peter, chapter 
1 and Acts chapters 2 & 3 for next weekÕs meetings. 

New Prayer Group... 
...will be meeting  Sundays at 5:15 PM in the 

Prayer Room, starting  September 13. David Holt 
will lead as the group prays for our college students 
and our youth. Anyone is welcome to attend.

Night of a Thousand Stars 

Coming this October!
Think of it! YouÕve imagined standing  on the big 

stage of life, thrilling  an audience with your skills 
and talents. You can just hear the roaring  applause 
as you Þnish your song  or comedy routine! The 
crowd goes wild and screams for an encore...from 
YOU! Well, the time is approaching  when all your 
dreams can come true.

 Night of a Thousand Stars will be a deliciously 
fun evening  on Wednesday, October 21 in which 
we will showcase the many and varied talents in 
our congregation, with hopes of raising  additional 
money toward the purchase of a new grand piano 
for the worship center.

We need participants! So, whether you are a 
tiny Òtwinkling  star,Ó a Òshooting  star,Ó or a Òfallen 
star,Ó we can use you. Start now to get your act 
together and submit your talent entry to the church 
ofÞce, or watch the bulletin for sign-up  sheet inserts 
which can be Þlled out and placed in the offering 
plate during  morning worship. Even if you donÕt 
participate with an act, you will deÞnitely want to 
come enjoy the show!

New Sunday School Classes for Fall

New adult Sunday School classes will begin on 
September 13. Three classes will be offered:

Parenting 101
Taught by Mike Allen. This class will explore the 

theological foundation for parenting  and basic tools 
for cultivating  loving, biblical family relationships, 
and will meet in the Family Life Center, room 33.

A Continuing Look The Teachings of Jesus
Taught by Ginny Traylor and Barbara Holt. This 

womenÕs study will continue to explore the 
teachings of Jesus, including the Beatitudes, Sermon 
on the Mount, and Parables. Join us as we examine 
the very words of Christ. This class will meet in the 
Family Life Center, room 34.

Heaven/Hell: Life, Death, and Grief
Taught by Hardie Perritt. This class will examine 

doctrinal view points about Heaven and Hell as 
well as some common misconceptions. We will also 
discuss how we as Christians should live, and how 
we should face death and grief. This class will meet 
in the Family Life Center, room 35.

On the Book Table
Acclaimed author of 

ÒHow People Change,Ò 
and ÒWhiter Than Snow,Ó 
Paul David Tripp presents 
a devotional based on 
Psalm 27 titled, ÒA Shelter 
in the Time of Storm: 
Meditations on God and 
Trouble.Ó

When dark clouds 
gather, don't despair! Take 
comfort and strength from 
the challenging words of 
Psalm 27. Focusing  on the trials and tribulations the 
psalm so vividly depicts, 52 meditations speak 
about difÞculty, beauty, evil, and God's mercy to 
help you weather trouble-Þlled days and embrace 
joy as the fog lifts. 

ÒCan one psalm really change your life? It can if 
you dig deeply enough. A Shelter in the Time of 
Storm is Paul Tripp  at his Þnest - excavating  Psalm 
27 with clarity, potency, and straight-to-the-heart 
relevance. When troubles come knocking, do 
yourself a favor: let this book teach you how to 
treasure no less than Þfty-two life-transforming 
truths from a grace-Þlled psalm.Ó     -Dave Harvey

Our fall schedule is in full-swing! Our youth 
and their families are continuing  to prepare and 
clean up our Wednesday Fellowship  Meals this year. 
We have divided our youth group into four ÒKitchÕn 
Krews,Ó which will have assigned preparation and 
clean-up duties each Wednesday. Proceeds from the 
meals will go toward off-setting the cost of Youth 
conferences and mission trips next summer. Be sure 
to watch the bulletin for a weekly menu and an 
opportunity to sign up for meals, so we can plan 
appropriately. It is a pleasure to serve our 
congregation in this way!

October 17 & 18 will be our Fall Retreat at 
Lake Forest Ranch.  We will enjoy paintball, high 
ropes course, canoeing, sports, and worship. Watch 
for more details about this exciting  chance to 
rejuvenate!

New Youth Schedule this Fall:
Wednesdays  
4:30 Assigned KitchÕn Krew helps prepare 

    Fellowship Meal

5:30 Fellowship Meal

6:00 Assigned KitchÕn Krew helps clean up 
    Fellowship  Meal while remaining  youth 
    head to youth room for Large Group 
    Meeting

Sundays
4:00 - HighLife begins with snack

4:15 - Activity 

4:45 - Large Group Gathering

5:10 - Break into Discipleship Groups

6:00 - Evening Worship

Each Sunday during  HighLife, the youth will be 
given a devotional study based on the sermon 
presented during  morning  worship. The students 
have been challenged to spend some time each day 
working  through this devotional in preparation for 
WednesdayÕs Large Group meetings, during which 
the sermon will be discussed. Through this process, 
we hope to more deeply glean the truths of GodÕs 
delivered word, allowing  it to truly change our 
hearts and direct our paths.


